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WELCOME!

TAX WORKSHOP FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS



O utline

•Resident alien vs nonresident aliens

•1040-NR

•8843

•Scholarship

•Schedule –A

•Ohio state tax

•Columbus city tax

•Glacier tax prep

•VITA

•HAVE A QUESTION?

• Type your questions in the chat in the 

following format

• Last name.# + question
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Workshop Consultant

•Master’s degree in Accounting from UAlbany,

•Specializes in business and individual taxation, 

and

•Shares an accumulated experience of over 25 

years

•Previously served at a Goldman-Sachs 

company for years

•Currently work as a self-contractor for a CPA 

firm
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Disclaimers

• The purpose of this tax workshop is merely to point out the general guidelines for a foreigner filing 

a U.S. Nonresident Alien Income tax return, also known as 1040-NR. 

• Please note these guidelines are taken strictly from the governmental and other related websites, 

and YOU are totally responsible for your own tax filing with the Internal Revenue Service and the 

State of Ohio. 

• Please also note the topics of Tax Treaties and Form 1042-S will NOT be covered here due to the 

high complexity and the case-by-case nature for each individual.
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What if you are a Resident Alien?

• First of all, if you are considered a resident alien for tax purposes, then you will file a regular U.S. 

Individual Income Tax Return, also known as Form 1040, as U.S. citizens do. 

• In this case, you will be taxed for any income you earned inside AND outside of the U.S.  That is 

because resident aliens are required to report their “entire worldwide” income like U.S. Citizens. 

• As a resident alien, you will be able to use the filing program at the IRS website, or the TurboTax 

program to prepare and e-file. 
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Who are considered to be resident alien?

• A resident alien for tax purposes is a person who is a U.S. citizen or a foreign national who 

meets either the “green card” or “substantial presence” test.  (This will be addressed more later). 

• In general:

o F and J student visa holders are considered resident aliens after five calendar years in the U.S.

o J researchers and professors are considered resident aliens after two calendar years in the 

U.S. 

oH-1, TN, and O-1 visa holders are considered resident aliens once they meet the “substantial 

presence” test (This will be addressed more later).  
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Who Must File a 1040-NR?

• If you were a nonresident alien student, teacher, or trainee who was temporarily present in the 

United States on an "F,""J,""M," or "Q" visa, you are considered engaged in a trade or business 

in the United States. 

• You must file Form 1040-NR, U.S. Nonresident Alien Income Tax Return only if you have income 

that is subject to tax, such as wages, tips, scholarship and fellowship grants, dividends, etc. 

• If you believe your income is not taxable, but the payor withheld Federal and/or state taxes from 

the income, you may still want to file to get your withholding back. 
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https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-1040-nr


Key Points for Nonresident Aliens

• You only need to report income earned in the U.S. 

• Do NOT report income earned outside the U.S. 

• If you earned income in the U.S., and don't file a 1040-NR, your H-1B (work visa) and green card 

could be denied. 

• The IRS uses a computer to match income with the SSN (Social Security Number) or TIN 

(Taxpayer Identification Number), so they will find out sooner or later if you report the income or 

not. 
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Key Points for Nonresident Aliens

• IMPORTANT – You CANNOT use TurboTax because TurboTax does not generate a 1040-NR

(If you enter your tax info in TurboTax and then e-file, the IRS will only see a regular 1040, not 

1040-NR). 

• Tax software to use – Sprintax (Federal $52, state $45), Glacier (Federal $45, no state)

• You MUST file Form 8843 every year - All nonresident aliens who are in the U.S. on F-1, J-1, 

F-2, or J-2 visas are required to file Form 8843 (Even if you earned no U.S. income, you must still 

file this form).

*Note - You can use Sprintax to generate your 8843 form. However, this form must be printed and 

mailed instead of e-filed.
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What is form 8843?

• Form 8843 is titled “Statement for Exempt Individuals and Individuals With a Medical Condition”. 

• Who Must File - If you are an alien individual (other than a foreign government-related individual), 

you must file Form 8843 to explain the basis of your claim that you can exclude days of presence 

in the United States for purposes of the substantial presence test because you are one of the 

following: 

an exempt individual (such as a student or a teacher) 

or

unable to leave the United States because of a medical condition or medical problem.
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What is form 8843?

• You are considered a U.S. resident if you meet the substantial presence test for 2022. So, what 

is the Substantial Presence Test?

• You meet this test if you were physically present in the United States for at least:

31 days during 2022; and

A total of 183 days during the period 2022, 2021, and 2020, counting all the days of physical 

presence in 2022 but only 1/3 the number of days of presence in 2021 and only 1/6 the 

number of days in 2020.

*Note - Once you meet this test, you are then considered a U.S. Resident for tax purposes.  You 

will then need to report your “worldwide” income on 1040, and not just the income earned in the 

U.S. on 1040-NR.
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Where To File Form 8843?

• If you need to file Form 1040-NR, attach Form 8843 to it. Mail both to the following address, if you 

are not enclosing a payment:

Department of the Treasury

Internal Revenue Service

Ogden, UT 84201-0002

• If you are enclosing a payment, then use this address instead:

Internal Revenue Service

P O Box 802501

Cincinnati, OH 45280-2501
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Where To File Form 8843?

• Lastly, if you don’t have to file a 2022 tax return, then mail Form 8843 by itself to this address:

Department of the Treasury

Internal Revenue Service

Austin, TX 73301-0215
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Scholarships - Tax-Free vs. Taxable

• Tax-Free –

If you receive a scholarship, a fellowship grant, or another grant, all or part of the amounts you 

receive may be tax-free. Scholarships, fellowship grants, and other grants are tax-free if you meet 

the following conditions:

• You're a candidate for a degree at an educational institution that maintains a regular faculty 

and curriculum and normally has a regularly enrolled body of students in attendance at the 

place where it carries on its educational activities; and,

• The amounts you receive are used to pay for tuition and fees required for enrollment or 

attendance at the educational institution, or for fees, books, supplies, and equipment required 

for courses at the educational institution.
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Scholarships - Tax-Free vs. Taxable

• Taxable -

You must include in gross income:

• Amounts used for incidental expenses, such as room and board, travel, and optional 

equipment.

• Amounts received as payments for teaching, research, or other services required as a condition 

for receiving the scholarship or fellowship grant. However, you don't need to include in gross 

income any amounts you receive for services that are required by the National Health Service 

Corps Scholarship Program, the Armed Forces Health Professions Scholarship and Financial 

Assistance Program, or a comprehensive student work-learning-service program (as defined in 

section 448(e) of the Higher Education Act of 1965) operated by a work college.

15



Scholarships - Tax-Free vs. Taxable

• Taxable -

You must include in gross income:

• In general, scholarship money is tax-free when the amount is less than your entire tuition.  However, 

if the scholarship is more than the tuition, then the difference becomes taxable and will be taxed as 

wages.

• For example, if you receive a scholarship of $20,000 and your tuition is $25,000, then the entire 

$20,000 scholarship is totally tax-free.  But, if the tuition is only $15,000, then the difference of 

$5,000 becomes taxable wages to you.

• You should receive Form 1098-T from your university to report your tuition and scholarship, if any. 

You will be able to see very easily if the scholarship is less or more than the tuition reported on 1098-

T.

• You are allowed to add any book expenses and related school fees to the tuition fees, but you 

CANNOT add any room and board expenses or your apartment rent and food expenses.
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Schedule-A

• As a nonresident alien, you cannot claim the Standard Deduction as a U.S. Resident or citizen 

does (There are exceptions for certain tax treaties for Indian students or business apprentices, 

which we will not be covered here).

• You can claim itemized deductions on Schedule A that goes with the 1040-NR (This is a different 

form from Schedule A for 1040).

• There are four categories of allowed deductions:

1.  State and local income taxes paid – up to $10,000 ($5,000 if married filing separately)
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Schedule-A
2.  Cash and non-cash donations –

• Have to be made to non-profit “organizations” (not individuals) in the U.S.

• If it is $250 or more for each cash or noncash donation, you will need to have a receipt.

• If it is $500 or more for each non-cash donation, Form 8283 must be filled out and attached.

*Note – The deductible amount is net of the goods and services you received. For example, if you 

gave $200 to Girl Scouts, but received back cookies worth $50, then the deductible amount is only 

$150.

3. Casualty and theft losses - They had to be from a federally declared disaster with a FEMA 

code. Form 4684 must be filled out and attached.

4. Other - Only certain expenses can be deducted on this line.
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Schedule-A
Examples of these expenses are:

• Gambling losses effectively connected with a U.S. trade or business (gambling losses include, but 

aren't limited to, the cost of non-winning bingo, lottery, and raffle tickets), but only to the extent of 

gambling winnings reported on Schedule 1 (Form 1040), line 8b.

• Casualty and theft losses of income-producing property from Form 4684, lines 32 and 38b, or 

Form 4797, line 18a.

• Deduction for repayment of amounts under a claim of right if over $3,000.

• Certain unrecovered investments in a pension.

• Impairment-related work expenses of a disabled person.
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O hio State and Columbus City

• If you use Sprintax for your Federal 1040-NR, all the data entered will automatically flow to any 

state you select. For Ohio State, the return will be automatically generated and is called IT-1040.

• You can also fill in and/or file online at the Ohio State website below: 

https://tax.ohio.gov/individual/get-a-form

•For Columbus City return, which is called IR-25, you can open the PDF at,

https://www.columbus.gov/IncomeTaxDivision/TaxForms/Individuals/

Then fill it out and mail it to the address at the bottom of the form.

• Or you can register with Columbus for their new online e-filing program at this link:  

https://crisp.columbus.gov/_/
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https://tax.ohio.gov/individual/get-a-form
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1040-NR
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1040-NR
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Form 8843

23



Form 8843
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Schedule A for 
1040-NR
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Form 1098-T
2022
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Form W-2
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Form 1099-DIV
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O hio State Tax 
return
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O hio State Tax 
return
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Form IR-25 
(local return)
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GLACIER TAX PREP (GTP) – How to 
navigate to access help resources

•
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GLACIER TAX PREP (GTP)

•
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GLACIER TAX PREP (GTP)

•
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GLACIER TAX PREP (GTP)

•
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O ther Tax resources

IRS VITA Grant Program

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) grant program is an IRS initiative designed to support free tax preparation 

services for the underserved through various partner organizations.

•Several organizations provide this support filing tax for free if the household income is less than $65, 000.

•There are organizations that also support filing taxes for international students.

Find a Location for Free Tax Help:

https://www.irs.gov/individuals/find-a-location-for-free-tax-prep

https://www.getyourrefund.org/en

IRS also provides a facility for free tax filing. Get more information at Free-File:

https://www.irs.gov/filing/free-file-do-your-federal-taxes-for-free
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THANK YOU!

TAX WORKSHOP FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Council of Graduate Students - International Student Affairs Committee

March 31, 2023



QUESTIONS?

Image - https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/tax/how-to-use-income-tax-rules-for-smart-tax-saving-5-investment-strategies/income-tax-rules-for-smart-tax-saving-5-investment-strategies/slideshow/88806059.cms

•If not answered

•cgsisac@gmail.com
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