ACT 2526-FA-001: AN ACT UPDATING AND CLARIFYING THE LANGUAGE OF THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF GRADUATE STUDENTS
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Andy Vance.128, Parliamentarian, Senator
Sponsoring Committee: Executive Board

Section 1. The purpose of this act shall be to amend the Constitution of the Council of Graduate
Students (CGS) to address concerns raised during AY2425 by President (Sabrina Durso), then-
Vice President (Katie Conner), and Parliamentarian (Andy Vance), as well as additional
feedback from 24-25 members of CGS.

Section 2. Whereas the current version of the CGS Constitution does not fall into the current
guidelines of the Council on Student Affairs; and

Section 3. Whereas the current version of the CGS Constitution does not include legally required
language on University Regulations regarding Harassment and Discrimination and Hazing; and

Section 3. Whereas the current version of the CGS Constitution does not define or outline the
differences of Regular, Special, and Executive Meetings; and

Section 4. Whereas the current version of the CGS Constitution does not clearly define and
outline the roles of CGS’s advisor(s); and

Section 5. Whereas the current version of the CGS Constitution does not dictate who the vice
president must consult when making CGS appointments prior to presenting them to CGS’s
executive board for explanation and an adoption vote; and

Section 6. Whereas the current version of the CGS Constitution dictates that the vice president
should upload all meeting materials to the CGS website including but not limited to meeting
packets, legislation, budgets, reports, and agendas when these responsibilities would better suit
the secretary position; and

Section 7. Whereas the current version of the CGS Constitution does not dictate what happens
once executive officers are removed from office; and

Section 8. Whereas the current version of the CGS Constitution dictates that the vice president
should automatically have the option of becoming president despite their role being entirely
different from that of the office they initially ran for (with no other similar processes for other
officer vacancies that may arise); and

Section 9. Whereas the current version of the CGS Constitution does not state how many votes
co-chairs on standing or ad hoc committees receive; and

Section 10. Whereas the current version of the CGS Constitution does not clearly state who is
invited to sit on the executive committee as ex-officio members; and finally



Section 11. Whereas the current version of the CGS Constitution does not dictate how the
council may dissolve;

Section 12. Therefore be it resolved that as of today, CGS is amending the Constitution with the
proposed changes attached in Appendices B and C in order to conform to the Council on Student
Affairs’ current guidelines for student organization constitution;

Section 13. Therefore be it further resolved that as of today, CGS is amending the Constitution
with the proposed changes attached in Appendices B and C in order to include language on
University Regulations regarding Harassment and Discrimination and Hazing to fulfill the
legally mandated Ohio Revised Code requirements;

Section 14. Therefore be it further resolved that as of today, CGS is amending the Constitution
with the proposed changes attached in Appendices B and C in order to define and outline the
differences of Regular, Special, and Executive meetings to better make use of these meetings;

Section 15. Therefore be it further resolved that as of today, CGS is amending the Constitution
with the proposed changes attached in Appendices B and C in order to define and outline the
roles of CGS’s advisor(s) to fulfill the Council on Student Affairs requirements;

Section 16. Therefore be it further resolved that as of today, CGS is amending the Constitution
with the proposed changes attached in Appendices B and C in order to dictate that the vice
president must consult relevant members when making CGS appointments;

Section 17. Therefore be it further resolved that as of today, CGS is amending the Constitution
with the proposed changes attached in Appendices B and C in order to dictate that the secretary
should upload all meeting materials to the CGS website including but not limited to meeting
packets, legislation, budgets, reports, and agendas to elevate this from the vice president’s
responsibilities;

Section 18. Therefore be it further resolved that as of today, CGS is amending the Constitution
with the proposed changes attached in Appendices B and C in order to clarify that executive
officers forfeit all seats, duties, and forms of compensation afforded to them via their officer
roles if they leave or are removed from office;

Section 19. Therefore be it further resolved that as of today, CGS is amending the Constitution
with the proposed changes attached in Appendices B and C in order to dictate that the VP should
only serve as president pro tempore until the Council is able to elect a new president;

Section 20. Therefore be it further resolved that as of today, CGS is amending the Constitution
with the proposed changes attached in Appendices B and C in order to dictate that co-chairs on a
standing or ad hoc committee receive one single vote;

Section 21. Therefore be it further resolved that as of today, CGS is amending the Constitution
with the proposed changes attached in Appendices B and C in order to dictate that
parliamentarian, the Chief of Staff, the Deputy treasurer, the Deputy secretary, ad-hoc committee
chairs, and the graduate student member of The Ohio State University Board of Trustees can sit



on the executive committee as ex-officio members, while former officers, parliamentarian,
treasurer, secretary, committee chairs, former appointed positions (e.g., parliamentarian, chief of
staff), former CGS advisors, former committee chairs, etc. may participate in meetings of the
executive Board as ex-officio, non-voting, members, if invited to do so by the president of The
Council and with the approval of the executive Board via a simple majority vote;

Section 22. Therefore be it further resolved that as of today, CGS is amending the Constitution
with the proposed changes attached in Appendices B and C in order to dictate how the council
may dissolve to fulfill the Council on Student Affairs requirements;

Section 23. And therefore be it finally resolved that the changes contained within this act shall
be effective immediately after an affirmative majority vote of two-thirds of voting members at a
regular meeting of CGS in accordance with Article 12 of the CGS Constitution.

Date of Vote: November 7%, 2025
Yay Votes: 55

Nay Votes: 0

Abstentions: 1

Approved: Yes/No

3o

Sabrina Durso.19, CGS President
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